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Odiham & North Warnborough  

Since the start of lockdown in March, Parish Council Business has more or less carried on as usual thanks to the 
sterling efforts of the Clerk, Andrea Mann and Admin. Officer, Catherine Ryle.  They have been busy and one result 
is a new finance system which has clarified the budget management no-end.  Meetings have carried on without a 
hitch as we moved seamlessly online using Zoom. Fortunately, members of the community have also been able to 
join us using the link published with the Agendas for each meeting.  We appreciate that although this probably 
makes involvement easier for those who are online, it does put others at a disadvantage and we will return to 
physical meetings back in the Parish Room as soon as the government restrictions permit.  The Parish Office  
re-opened in June so please see the website for details if you need to visit. 
 

One of the pieces of work we have now completed is a review of the Community Grants Policy which we hope is 
now clearer and therefore fairer.  The next call for submissions will go out shortly for consideration in January.  I 
would like to draw particular attention to the George Rothery grants. Full details can be found on the OPC website 
in the Grant Giving Policy.  These grants are from the George Rothery bequest which supports grants to young 
people in the community. We can’t find any record of this having been active to date and would be interested to 
hear from anyone who has information on the bequest or a grant made from it.  The new initiative will offer grants 
for a range of activities and we invite those with friends or relatives in the 14-25 age range to encourage them to 
apply.  
 

During the lockdown the OPC had an opportunity to help the community by co-ordinating local volunteers to help 
with essential shopping and running a prescription and hearing aid battery delivery service.  These services were 
co-ordinated and operated by Councillors with the help of nearly 20 volunteers. We were delighted when a 
generous resident made an anonymous donation which allowed us to give a small thank you gift to the community 
volunteers. Thanks to Pauline Dudgeon for facilitating that. 
 

One activity that may be of interest is the OPC response to the recent White Paper on planning. If it becomes law 
this will move all detailed planning decisions away from local control. There will be a requirement to build more 
houses in Hart than currently planned. See the OPC response http://www.odiham.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/09/Minutes-200916-Appendix-2.pdf.  If you want to express your views on this, the only option 
remaining is to write to our MP.      

        Dr Angela McFarlane, Chair, Odiham Parish Council 

W e l c o m e  -  C l l r  A n g e l a  M c F a r l a n e  

The Parish office is usually open to the public between 9.30am and 2pm on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday.  For the time being, we kindly ask you to call the office in advance to make an appointment. 
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C o n t a c t  U s   
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Government rules and guidelines on Covid quickly affected the way in which all English organisations conducted 
business and OPC was no exception.  A Business Continuity Plan was agreed at an extraordinary Council meeting on 
23rd March, giving delegated authority on important matters and, within minutes, the lockdown was announced. 
 

OPC makes corporate decisions at full Council and 
committee meetings which must be open to unlimited 
members of the public so, with 10 Councillors and at 
least one member of staff, we had to find a different 
way of continuing to make decisions to provide a local 
service to residents.  Fortunately, the Coronavirus Act 
was quickly passed which permitted virtual Council 
meetings and we were able to continue our meeting 
schedule without interruption.   
  

Sadly it looks like Zoom meetings will be with us for 
the foreseeable future but, whilst we are missing   
seeing you in person, you are always welcome to join 
us virtually and listen in online.  Joining instructions 
can be found on our website and published with the 
meeting agenda. 

Councillors are unpaid volunteers and will volunteer their time because they are passionate about their community 
and want to make a difference.  However, it is also important to align Council time and resources with what        
residents want to see.  Since Councillors were elected in 2019, a survey conducted late 2019 set the way for a new 
Strategic Plan which was formally adopted in July. The Plan sets out OPC’s key priorities up to 2023 with some    
projects for direct delivery, some projects are underway & others are still in development. 
 

It is true to say, even the best laid plans may need to change, so OPC’s Strategic Plan is a live plan which will see 
completed projects removed and new ones added thus allowing OPC to respond to new issues and maximise new 
opportunities which may arise, which is especially important in the current economic climate. 
 

The adopted Plan includes a range of different projects, below are a few of the current priorities keeping us busy: 
 

• Odiham Library - following Hampshire County Council’s decision to close Odiham Library at the end of 2020, 
we have set up a working group in partnership with other community groups to research the options and       
feasibility of providing residents with access to books and also maximise the use of The Bridewell so it 
remains as a Community Hub.  We hope to have a proposal by the end of the year. 

• Updating the Odiham & North Warnborough Conservation Area Character Appraisals— we believe that  
progressing these revisions will put us in the best position to protect the character of the Conservation Areas 
in the Parish.  

• Enhancement of and access to sporting and leisure facilities – this will be a key priority to maintain and 
preserve the range of improvements completed by the previous Council.  Our next project is new footpaths 
at the Recreation Ground to provide a suitable route for wheelchairs and push chairs. 

• Setting up a new Community Speedwatch scheme. 

• Building a new website which upgrades the current site and complies with the Website Accessibility 
Guidelines for Local Authorities. The new site will adopt a .gov domain name 
www.odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk and go live very soon. 

S t r a t e g i c  p l a n  

B u s i n e s s  a s  n o r m a l ( i s h ! )  
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Planning permission has been granted to Hastoe Housing Association for the land at Roughs Cottage, North 

Warnborough for 5 x 2 bed houses, 3 x 3 bed houses, 4 x 1 bed flats to build local houses for local people. 
 

These properties are available either as affordable rented dwellings or as shared ownership dwellings. 
 

To qualify for one of the affordable rented properties it is necessary to apply to Hart’s Housing Register as soon as 

possible at www.harthomes.org.uk. Applicants will need to demonstrate a strong local connection with the parish. 
 

With shared ownership a householder would purchase a share of the property (ranging from 25% to 75% on initial 

sale) for which they pay a deposit and obtain a mortgage. The remaining share is held by the housing association 

and rent is paid by the purchasers on this share which they do not own. The owner is then able to purchase 

additional shares in the property up to an 80% ownership. Applicants need to register with 

www.helptobuyagent3.org.uk and also will need to demonstrate a strong local connection with the parish.  

 

 

 

The Odiham and North Warnborough Conservation Area Character Appraisals are documents which were produced 

in 2008.   They detail key characteristics of the Conservation Areas including landscape setting, spatial analysis, 

buildings within the areas, historic development, character areas and views.  The documents are used by the 

planning authority to assist them in determining planning applications within these areas.  OPC is now working with 

Hart, with the help of specialist consultants, to update these important documents to bring them up to date and 

enable them to be more useful to planners, residents and prospective developers.  Once a draft document is com-

pleted it will go out to public consultation for comment before it can be formally approved by Hart District Council.   

It will then become a legally recognised document and adopted by the planning authority. 
 

There will be plenty of notice of when the public consultation will take place which is expected to be in the spring 

of 2021. 

C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a s  C h a r a c t e r  A p p r a i s a l s —  
C l l r  P a m  V e r d o n  

L o c a l  H o u s e s  f o r  L o c a l  P e o p l e — C l l r  P a m  V e r d o n  

http://www.harthomes.org.uk/
http://www.helptobuyagent3.org.uk/


 

 

The Covid lockdown has given us the opportunity to catch up on some outstanding maintenance jobs.  The Parish 
Room exterior has been re-painted and the floor repaired, re-sealed and varnished  ready for us to reconvene 
physical meetings when permitted. 

Although the Parish Council first met in 1894, it wasn’t until ten years later that the Parish Room and the adjacent 
Fire Station, now demolished, was opened.  The Parish Room built around 1900 is one of the 240 Grade II listed 
properties in Odiham. 
 

The Odiham War Memorial is another one of Odiham’s listed properties which was raised at Odiham as a            
permanent testament to the sacrifice made by the members of the local community who lost their lives in the First 
World War. 
 

The Memorial was funded by public subscription and unveiled on 3rd July 1920 by Viscount Woolmer MP.  Earlier 
this year, a poppy garden was planted at the War memorial in recognition of the First and Second World Wars and 
to mark the 100th anniversary. 
 

The recent repair works included relaying and setting the paving slabs and walls to make the area safe and fitting 
for Remembrance on Sunday 8th November. 
 

We are planning to investigate external funding sources next year to clean the main Memorial column, memorial 
plaques and re-paint the lettering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in the heritage of Odiham & North Warnborough, why not consider joining the Odiham 
Society who’s mission includes promoting the ideals of conservation as well as  preservation of physical 
surroundings, its aesthetic appearance and it’s sense of social community, for the public benefit and protecting the 
environment.    https://odiham-society.org/ 
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A m e n i t y  A r e a s  -  p r o t e c t i n g  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a s s e t s  

https://odiham-society.org/
https://odiham-society.org/
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A short Remembrance Service and wreath laying will take place at the Odiham War Memorial. The public are  
welcome to attend and social spacing will be facilitated by the absence of a parade and the use of the highway, 
which will be closed to traffic, for standing space. There will not be the traditional Remembrance Service in All 
Saints Church nor a reception in Mayhill Junior School this year due to the pandemic.  
 

Thank you to Odiham Parish Council, RAF Odiham and to you, the general public, who do so much to support the 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and Remembrance. Please help us to help those in need.  
 

Simon Lloyd Chairman, Odiham & District Branch Royal British Legion (Reg Charity No: 219279)  

C o m m u n i t y  

The Poppy Appeal will run from 24th October to the 7th November. 
 

Poppy Appeal house to house collections, a major source of revenue, cannot take place this year 
and other fund-raising activities are much restricted, particularly where cash donations are 
concerned.  
 

It is anticipated that for cash donations poppy boxes and collecting tins will be positioned at the 
Odiham and North Warnborough Garages, the Lord Derby, Newlyn’s Farm Shop, The Mill, The Anchor, The Red 
Lion, The Bell & Dragon, The Bell, The Waterwitch and the Cricket Club as well at some shops in the High Street. 
 

Alternatively, why not make an on-line donation at  www.rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal ? Just click on the ‘make a 
donation’ button.  
 

Poppies will also be available from Sainsbury’s, Aldi, Morrison’s and Tesco stores, and volunteers will run collection 
stands in other supermarkets and sites where possible. 
 

H o w  y o u r  d o n a t i o n s  h e l p  
In these unprecedented times, your donations will help us support the most vulnerable in the Armed Forces com-
munity, be it older veterans that we care for, those suffering from social isolation, or those facing challenges 
associated with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

T h e  P o p p y  A p p e a l  

Hook and Odiham Lions, in partnership with Odiham 
Parish Council, will be holding a Tree of Light Dedication 
Service on Wednesday 25th November starting at 
6:30pm. 
 

The Rev Chris Dudgeon will officiate the service, with the 
Cove Brass Band supplying the seasonal music.  The 
Dedication Service will take place by the Christmas tree 
in Odiham High Street, and you are invited to make your 
pledges in memory of your loved ones by Sunday 22nd 

November. Forms for making pledges and dedications 
will be available from the shops in Odiham from Friday 
October 30th. 
 

John Lancashire, President, Hook & Odiham Lions 

 

T r e e  o f  L i g h t  

R e m e m b r a n c e — S u n d a y  8 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1 0 . 4 5 a m  

http://www.rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal
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InOdiham is a not-for-profit organisation run by a friendly group of local residents, who believe in the benefits of a 
close-knit community and working together to enrich the village experience for everyone. 
 

Our team are devastated to have to cancel the Christmas Extravaganza.  Like all our other planned events this year, 
there was just no way that we could guarantee our volunteers and attending community would be safe, given the 
current COVID restrictions and guidance. 
 

Despite this, we still very much plan to ensure that the High Street has its usual display of lights, put up by our 
brilliant volunteers, who will be extending the display even further this year.  And to try and help some of our other 
local businesses, we will also be inviting several of the stalls who usually visit us at the Extravaganza to join our 
Friday market. 
 

Our team are also exploring a couple of other Christmas ideas to help us all feel a little more festive, even if we 
can’t put on the Extravaganza for you all as normal.  Please visit our Facebook page or website to find out more 
about our plans and how you can join in spreading a little seasonal cheer - inodiham.co.uk. 
 

Despite all the COVID set backs, the InOdiham team are still planning a full slate of village events next year.  With 
the much appreciated financial support of the Parish Council then we hope 2021 will allow us to come together as 
a community again soon. 
 

Jon Hale, Chairman InOdiham  

 

 

I n O d i h a m  

http://inodiham.co.uk


 

 

Page 7  Odiham Par ish Counci l  New slet ter  

Hampshire County Council is the traffic authority within the county.  HCC carried out a pilot study on 20 mph speed 
limits in Hampshire which included three rural village centres.  The results were reported in June 2018.  The 
conclusion was that further requests for 20 mph limits would not be supported. 

Conclusions drawn from the pilot scheme (and reflected in national guidance) are that the introduction of a 20 mph 
sign-only limit results in a small reduction in speeds.  Such limits work best where traffic speeds are already low, 
the limit is self-enforcing and there is a high level of driver compliance.  The police are unlikely to support a speed 
limit which drivers are not going to adhere to. 

HCC’s resources are targeted at casualty reduction with priority given to ‘locations with patterns or clusters of 
treatable injury accidents’.  We have also been asked about ’20 is plenty’ signs.  These were used near schools as 
part of a specific road safety initiative some years ago.  This programme has now ended and the signage would not 
be appropriate for other locations. 

T r a f f i c  &  t r a n s p o r t  

Thank you to all those who responded to the Community Speedwatch SurveyMonkey that 
was online during September. It was a great response from residents and gave a clear 
indication of the speeding hotspots in Odiham.  

Many of those who responded to the SurveyMonkey also volunteered a few hours of their 
time per month to be involved in the Community Speedwatch Volunteer Group. Their time 
and enthusiasm will be greatly appreciated. 

The next step is to wait for Hampshire Police to risk assess the identified roads to make 
sure it is safe for volunteers while monitoring the speed of traffic.  Once the locations have 

been identified and risk assessed volunteers will be contacted to register and complete initial training carried out 
by Hampshire Police. A rota will be established and the Community Speedwatch will begin. 

To all those who volunteered, you will be contacted soon as we hope to start this Community Speedwatch initiative 
as soon as possible.  Thank you for all your support. 

The problem of pavement parking has become more wide-
spread in recent years and the impact that parking on the pave-
ment has on those of us who rely on a mobility scooter, not to 
mention pushchairs, buggy’s and pedestrians alike. 
 

Everywhere you look today cars are parked on the pavement.  
It has become common place due to the lack of off-road parking 
and the growing number of cars per household.  Asking people 
not to park on pavements is futile as there is often very little 
choice, but if we are all more considered when parking on our 
streets we can alleviate some of the problems that many of our 
fellow parishioners struggle with on a daily basis. 

 

These pictures taken in the parish of how pavement parking can 
result in a pavement becoming totally inaccessible for other 
people. 

It can make such a difference to the daily lives of others in our 
parish who depend on pavements to simply do the things most 
of us take for granted everyday. 
 

So please, next time you have to park on the pavement, please 
try to do so without obstructing it for other users, leave enough 
space for a wheelchair, mobility scooter, pram or buggy to get 
through.   

P a v e m e n t  P a r k i n g — C l l r  J o h n  C o f f e y  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mental wellbeing is the foundation for a positive outlook on life and connecting with people around you is one of 
the five key elements which contribute to mental wellbeing.  
 

We are fortunate to have beautiful, local walks allowing us to keep active, plenty of learning opportunities through 
clubs and groups and a generous community who volunteer their time to voluntary organisations.  But, do we 
 always take notice of those around us who may be more isolated than ourselves? 
 

We are supporting the Government’s campaign to let you know that “Every Mind Matters” in our community 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 
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Covid  - support & Advice 

For up-to-date Covid information we are all encouraged to go online first wherever possible and this is the main 
website:  www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public. 
 

The local voluntary support service is currently suspended but please call the Parish Office if you need to be put in 
touch with anyone.  Alternatively call All Saints Church on 01256 703791 or email hello@moretolife.church. 

All Saints Church also operate a local Foodbank, tel:  07387 116947, email: odihamfoodbank@gmail.com.  Further 
details can be found at www.moretolife.church/odiham-foodbank.  

Although the cottage hospital was closed to visitors from March, our NHS community nurses, staff and volunteers 
continued to work supporting their patients and clients with visits and wellbeing calls throughout lockdown.  
Since then, services have gradually resumed with the podiatry and complementary therapy clinics amongst the 
earliest to reopen.  
 

Age Concern Hampshire staff provide a range of support services to their elderly clients although sadly a very 
recent decision has been taken not to reopen the Rosefield Day Centre, due to difficulties in safely socialising their 
very vulnerable clients.  Instead ACH will be expanding the one to one sitting service to support clients, many of 
whom live with dementia, in their own homes. 
 

The Befriending service has operated throughout the year and with the lifting of shielding on 1st August, volunteers 
were able to visit their patients and go on social outings.  Many volunteers/patients have chosen to remain in 
touch by phone and this regular contact provides a life line for the most lonely and isolated of our community.  We 
are looking to the future and wishing to expand this service; if you would like to befriend a lonely person, please 
contact Una Tilt on 01256 393609 for a chat.  Full training and support will be given.  
 

Our work supporting children and young families is more important now than ever.  We have supported a new 
Homestart group for local families (which will meet online for the time being), and the 1-2-1 youth mental health 
work that Hart Voluntary Action deliver from the OCH Annexe has resumed.  Throughout lockdown, we have 
enabled Canine Assisted Learning to support the most troubled children in local schools with canine therapy. 
This is only a snap shot of all that is happening and all this charitable work is made possible through the success of 
our 3 shops.  Thank you for your loyal and generous support of our work.  
  

Ginny East, Manger, Odiham Cottage Hospital, Buryfields, Odiham, Hook, Hampshire, RG29 1NE    01256 393600 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
mailto:hello@moretolife.church
http://www.moretolife.church/odiham-foodbank
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scas.nhs.uk%2Fnews%2Fcampaigns%2Fevery-mind-matters%2F&psig=AOvVaw1L4npvbLZ_C7Mo_0Z0NuR8&ust=1602693062253000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiy2Yr_sewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

