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Annual Parish Assembly 
 

Wednesday 22 April 2015 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Mayhill Junior School 
 

All residents are invited to attend the Annual Parish Assembly which will be held on 
Wednesday 22 April from 7.30pm to 9.00pm at Mayhill Junior School. 

 

The agenda will include a talk by  
 

Joanna West - Head teacher at Robert May’s School   

 

A brief update from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 

and question time 
 

The following Councillors are attending to answer questions: 

Parish Councillor Jon Hale: Chairman and Chair of Community 

Parish Councillor James Robinson-Giannasi: Vice Chairman and Chair of  

Amenity Areas 

Parish Councillor Helen Fleming: Chair of Planning and Development 

Parish Councillor Richard Harris: Chair of Traffic and Transport 
 

District Councillor Ken Crookes 

District Councillor Stephen Gorys 

District Councillor John Kennett  

County Councillor Jonathan Glen 
 

Priority will be given to residents who have given advance notice that they wish to 
speak and this also allows the Councillors an opportunity to give more detailed feed-
back on the day.  
 

You are therefore invited to email your contact details and questions to the Deputy 
Clerk (deputy.clerk@odiham.org.uk) or by post or telephone to the parish office 
(contact details in the left hand panel).  

U P C O M I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S   
 

 
 

 

St Georges Day Morris Dancing in the Bury on  23 April 2015 at 7.30pm  

Magna Carta festival weekend 22 - 25 May 2015 

Bands and Booze in the Bury on 27 June 2015 

Summer Bank Holiday Market - 31 August 2015 
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While the Annual Parish Assembly is your chance to engage with the Parish Council, the elections in May give you the opportuni-
ty to join it - and directly influence how our community is managed. 
 
If you’ve never been to a Parish Council meeting before, you may be forgiven for thinking that Parish Councillors represent a nar-
row section of the community and meet now and then in a draughty village hall.  Certainly that was my perception before joining.  
In fact, OPC currently has a great mix of people from a cross section of Odiham, North Warnborough and the RAF community. 
 
And with every seat on OPC up for re-election - and several Councillors planning not to stand again,  I believe it is es-
sential that we have the same diversity, energy and enthusiasm in our next Council. 
 
I joined a little over a year ago, having attended a public meeting focused on the development at Hatchwood and stayed to lis ten 
to the wide variety of key issues for our community being discussed ranging from community events, to management of our local 
amenities, to other key development issues.  It was clear that becoming a Councillor was a great way to help influence the direc-
tion and management of the community where I plan to live with my family for the foreseeable future. 
 
It’s true to say that on our own, OPC has limited powers to make decisions outside our budgetary control.  But we very much 
have the ability to negotiate with and influence other organisations such as Hart / Hampshire Councils, the police and others who 
also play key roles in the Parish. 
 
In this respect Parish Councils are extremely powerful.  And with a strong, elected Parish Council, the organisations that make 
the final decisions know that we can give the best reflection of how our community feels about something, and its views will be 
taken seriously.  This is why a solid mix of people is essential in representing the whole community. 
 
The Council of course also carefully budgets for how we spend the funds allocated from your Council Tax contribution, something 
which is becoming increasingly challenging with District Council budget cuts.  The chart below shows you how we have allocated 
our budget for the next financial year.  However, once our Neighbourhood Plan is in force, as we have to accommodate new de-
velopment, we will also benefit from additional funds to spend on our new projects - but only if we ensure two thirds of our 
Parish Councillors are elected this May.  
 

 
The crucial question you will want to consider before putting 
yourself forward for this unpaid role, is how much time it will 
take up? 
 
Our full Council and committees meet once a month for 2 - 3 
hours on a Monday evening, to which members of the public 
are also invited.  Every meeting requires a level of prepara-
tion and research - and in addition, each Councillor is also 
expected to join specific committees that may have their own 
special meetings and time demands.  For example, the plan-
ning committee meets every 3 weeks to review multiple ap-
plications at each session - each of which you would need to 
have a view on, from your own prior examination of the sub-
mitted plans. 
 
This may sound like lots of work, but from personal experi-
ence, balancing the demands of a full time job and young 
family with being a Parish Councillor is very achievable, not 
to mention extremely fulfilling. 
 
Once elected, Parish Councillors sit on the Council for a 
maximum of four years before reapplying.  There is still time 
to consider applying yourself. Please email our Clerk ASAP 

for more details at clerk@odiham.org.uk or phone Hart DC elections department on 01252 774077.   
 
The deadline for nomination papers is 4pm on Thursday 9 April.  You will need to complete nomination papers, have them 
signed by a proposer and a seconder who votes in the ward in which you are standing (Odiham, North Warnborough or RAF), 
include your and their electoral numbers on the form and have it all checked and accepted by the returning officer at Hart before 
the deadline, which is EXACTLY 4pm on the 9 April.  Full details are available at: wwwhart.gov.uk/elections under Guidance for 
Candidates.  
          
         Jon Hale  - Chairman of Odiham Parish Council 
 
  

O D I H A M  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  N E E D S  Y O U !    



Page 3  

U P D AT E  F R O M  T H E  P L A N N I N G  C O M M I T T E E    
 

 
 

It has been an extremely busy few months for the planning committee, so there is plenty to cover in this edition. 
 
People often ask what is happening to a planning application.  Progress of all applications can be viewed using the Hart Planning 
website and we encourage everyone to use it. The web address is http://publicaccess.hart.gov.uk/online-applications/ and you 

can do a “Simple Search” using either the planning reference number published on site notices and neighbours’ letters, or the 

post code, or the road name. 
  
Land behind Beech Cottage in King Street.  
OPC was pleased to see the comprehensive rejection in November of the proposal for 28 houses on land behind Beech Cottage, 
on no less than 11 grounds. Key amongst these were the detrimental effect on the Conservation Area, on neighbouring listed 
buildings and on the trees on the site, together with a number of other more technical planning issues. As the site is within the 
parish's settlement boundary, it remains the case that the principle of development there is however accepted.  
 
Land next to Archery Fields.  
We were also pleased to see such a good turnout of residents at the Cross Barn in January, to examine the proposals put for-
ward for the land east of Archery Fields. Wates, the developer, had presented to members of the Parish Council shortly before 
the public presentation. Councillors took the opportunity both to ask questions and highlight the likely areas of concern to resi-
dents. Subsequently the Parish Council agreed that the only response we would make to Wates at this stage was to state our 
disappointment that they expect to apply for Outline planning permission, rather than full permission with all details.  
 
This means that Hart will have to make an initial decision in principle with very little detail to inform them when planning permis-

sion is applied for. If outline permission is granted, there will be a further application to deal with “Reserved Matters”. Hart is una-

ble to prevent applicants doing this.  In the case of the Hatchwood Farm site opposite, both types of application were problematic, 
but some of the improvements which were obtained as a result of the combined public and Parish Council feedback at Outline 
stage were then lost again at the subsequent stage. The devil is often in the detail. 
 
Down Farm.  
We were shocked in December to find an application for a new housing site at The Firs. The site had neither been submitted to 
Hart as a candidate site (to the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, from which the Neighbourhood Plan team will 
recommend sites), nor been the subject of any local consultation whatsoever, which is strongly recommended by the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the document against which all planning applications are now assessed. OPC registered 
strong objections to the proposed 17 houses and notes that a number of other consultees have done the same.  See planning 
reference 14/02800/MAJOR on the Hart web site. 
 
Nevills Gap, Hook Road North Warnborough.   

At the time of writing we are expecting this application to go to Hart’s planning committee on March 11th, so by the time you read 

this we will know the result.  A member of the Parish Council will be at that meeting to re-state in person our objection to this ap-
plication, on the grounds of the detrimental effect on both the North Warnborough and the Basingstoke Canal Conservation Are-
as and on the increased risk of flooding neighbouring properties downhill from the site.  We have emphasised the cumulative 
effect of this development given the recent approvals on a number of smaller sites nearby. 
 
Ex Spectro Oil office, High Street. 
You will have seen that the site is up for sale, including for possible residential re-development.  OPC is aware of a covenant 
dating from 1988 with Hart Council, with regards to a significant portion of the office car park being available for restricted public 
use.  The exact terms of this agreement are being clarified, however, access to this parking is crucial to the viability of the Cross 
Barn and holds significant value as a community amenity.  Hart is quoted in the sale particulars as being prepared to re-consider 
the covenant which secures the parking.  Given this situation OPC has written to Hart emphasising the importance of these spac-
es asking that the covenant remains in place moving forward when the office is sold.  In addition we have requested to be includ-
ed in negotiations as community stakeholders.  
 
Hatchwood Farm.  
When the application was approved, it was with a number of conditions which had to be met before work could start, apart from 
the access into the site.  Work stopped because one key condition, to approve the foul drainage strategy before any other work is 
carried out, had not been met.  For this to happen, Charles Church and Thames Water need to demonstrate that there is ade-
quate foul water infrastructure capacity both on and off the site to serve the development and that it would not lead to adverse 
amenity impacts for existing or future users. 
 
As we go to press, Hart has, as promised commissioned an independent review of the proposed drainage scheme to assure 
themselves it will work according to plan. This means ensuring that in drainage terms existing residents nearby are not adversely 
affected by the new houses. However, additionally, the Parish Council is concerned about possible noxious smells which could 
arise from the use of a holding tank from which sewage will normally be pumped into the network and/or in extremis emptied by 
tankers. 
 
Office conversions to houses.  
A change in planning law last year made it much easier to get permission to convert offices to houses. Designed principally to 
free-up offices which had been empty for some time for conversion to houses, the law has had the unfortunate effect of making 
such conversions in areas of high house prices very attractive for office owners even where offices are not even empty. The  

 Odiham Par ish Counci l  Newslet ter  
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Office conversions to houses continued  
office at 125 High Street (at the corner of High Street and Church Street) has already secured such permission and other appl i-
cations may be in the offing. OPC regrets this state of affairs due to its effect on jobs and parking in the parish and has lent its 
support to a campaign to modify the law. 
 
Sites offered for development. 
Many residents attended the Neighbourhood Plan events in January and saw the maps showing large areas of land which have 
been offered for development by landowners.  This does not mean all the land will be accepted for development.  The Neigh-

bourhood Plan is running a formal process to determine which sites meet both planning policy criteria and residents ’ views ex-

pressed at those consultation sessions, when residents said what types of development they want to see and which criteria are 
most important to them. The outcome will be shared with residents in the late spring in another set of consultation events.  
Please look out for news of them.           

P L A N N I N G  C O N T I N U E D  
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Many thanks to all the residents who attended the series of engagement events undertak-
en by our Neighbourhood Plan team.  And of course to the team itself for all their efforts.  
These events generated over 4000 comments that are currently being worked through and 
will guide the creation of the plan.  The next stage is to produce a draft plan which will be 
the subject of further consultation in the late spring.  If possible the draft plan will include 
options, for example, for development sites.  Following this second consultation, the plan 
will be finalised for a formal 6 week consultation including residents; statutory consultees 
such as Hart District Council, Hampshire County Council, English Heritage, the Environ-
ment Agency and Natural England; landowners and all other interested parties.  Please 
look out for the events which will be widely advertised and please continue to take the 
opportunity of giving your views at these events: this plan will determine development in 

Odiham for the next 15-20 years.  You can keep up to date on progress at www.onwardplan.com. 

N E I G H B O U R H O O D  P L A N  U P D AT E  

 
 

Residents may be aware that the owner of the farm land between the High Street and the Canal, which is part of the Deer Park is 
preparing a plan which he is positioning as a restoration to some semblance of the deer park it once was.  Odiham Parish Coun-
cil, along with the joint CEO of Hart District Council, three Hart District Councillors, members of the Neighbourhood Plan team 
and two members of the Odiham Society committee met with the owner and his agents to hear an outline of this plan and some 
of these met subsequently to ask some further questions. 
 
The scheme proposes using the concept of 'enabling development' to fund the work. Enabling development is development that 
would be unacceptable in planning terms but for the fact that it would bring public benefits sufficient to justify it being carried out  
and which could not otherwise be achieved.  The key public benefit to significant places is usually the securing of their long-term 
future.  More detail on both the concept of enabling development and the history of the Deer Park can be found on the English 
Heritage website. 
  

The formal and required details for this project are not yet ready for the necessary review and scrutiny to properly assess the 
merits of this plan.  However, OPC made it clear to the owner of the land and the agent that a full public consultation is required 

to clearly outline the detail of this scheme to 
the whole community.  Details of consulta-
tion arrangements will be publicised by the 
owner and agent but will also be published 
on our website as soon as they are availa-
ble.  Whether you are for or against this pro-
ject, we encourage all residents to engage 
with the consultation process and if subse-
quently an application is made, to comment 
on the plans via Hart District Council plan-
ning website accordingly.  

Please contact Bell Cornwell at Gbell@bell-
cornwell.co.uk for further details.  

T H E  D E E R  P A R K   
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P A R K I N G  U P D AT E  
 

 
 

Following the feedback provided by residents and in advance of Hart Council’s review of our new High Street Parking in April, 

OPC has recommended two changes to the current parking scheme for Hart to consider. 
  
1. Removal of spaces from the restricted parking zone from the post office down towards the post box. 
2. A request that residents who have purchased annual parking passes for a car park can use their passes in both The Bury car 
park and The Deer Park car park. 
 
OPC will be requesting another review of the new parking after the new Co-op, with its additional parking provision, has opened 
and has been trading for a few months. 

 
 

OPC will be deploying our recently acquired Speed Indicator Device at the following locations: 
 
1) RAF Odiham Entrance on B3349 Rd    
2) North Warnborough on The Street by Orchards  
3) North Warnborough, North of Swan Bridge  
4) Farnham Rd, Odiham at Coronation Close  / Archery Fields 
 
The device will provide motorists with a “slow down” warning together with the exact speed the vehicle is travelling.  
 
The aim is to put the SID into operation at each of the four positions at various times to monitor: time and date, traffic speed, 

traffic volumes, etc. If a problem is observed we may ask for volunteers to set up a Residents’ Speed Watch scheme in conjunc-

tion with the police and take actions with warning notices to owners of the identified speeding cars. 
 
We will also use future OPC newsletters to provide residents with updates and observations of the SID evaluations. 

            

S P E E D  I N D I C AT O R  D E V I C E   

 

OPC has been awarded a grant of £1,495 by Hampshire County Council Small Grants Scheme Countryside Access to half fund 
improvements to the muddy section of footpath 7 running from the tarmac path to Laurel Close. Although public footpath mainte-
nance is primarily the responsibility of Hampshire County Council, with increasing HCC financial constraints, OPC has agreed to 
fund the remainder of the work to this important route connecting Odiham and North Warnborough and providing pedestrian ac-
cess to Robert May’s School. 
 
The works will require a two day footpath closure with diversions to protect the public and allow safe access for contractors.  
 
             

F O O T PAT H  7 –  R O B E R T  M AY ’ S  T O  L A U R E L  C L O S E    

Since the announced changes to our parish bus service, OPC, with Hart DC has been lobbying hard to reverse the decision by 
the service provider, Stagecoach, to withdraw the service from our High Street.  Two Parish Councillors attended a meeting with 
Stagecoach on the 26th January where it was agreed that Stagecoach would look at the following points: 
  
1) Returning some level of service to our High Street; 
2) The safety of current stops at RAF Odiham (including a return to entering RAF Odiham as they used to); 
3) Scheduling for Alton College students - the bus was leaving Alton just as lectures were finishing, resulting in all students miss-
ing the bus.  
  
While there is no guarantee that Stagecoach will make these changes, OPC will continue to make every effort to ensure they 
consider them. 
 
 

O D I H A M  B U S  S E R V I C E     
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One of the real assets in our parish is North Warnborough Village Hall.  This is run by a committee of voluntary trustees, who do 
a fabulous job of ensuring this facility is available and maintained for the benefit our community.  They do however really need a 
few other people who could donate just a couple of hours a month to joining their committee and input into the management of 
the hall.  Without such volunteers, then such resources simply wouldn't be able to operate and run for our mutual benefit.  I f you 
are interested and able to help please do contact Sue at bookings@nwvh.org.uk. 
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N O R T H  W A R N B O R O U G H  V I L L A G E  H A L L   

 

Despite being the enforcement responsibility of Hart District Council, it's a great disappointment to have to report that we have 
had a big increase in the number of reports of owners allowing their dogs to foul the pavements and paths of Odiham and North 
Warnborough, especially from Jubilee Terrace up towards the Broad Oak roundabout.  Other than being generally disgusting, 
irresponsible and plain lazy of the owners, it also represents a serious health hazard, especially to the children within our com-
munity.   
 
While OPC shares the disappointment that many of you have expressed towards this minority of dog owners, we would ask that 
you report the issue directly to the district dog warden - who with enough reports can take more enforcement action and 
measures to stop this from continuing.  Please contact the dog warden directly at dog.warden@hart.gov.uk.  

D O G  F O U L I N G    

 

Our Parish Council website www.odiham.org.uk is a great source of information for all the key news in our parish. 
 
However for those of you with a penchant for social media, our friends at InOdiham also run an extremely informative and en-
gaging Facebook page, that will keep you up to speed with all the key news and events within our community.   
 
Do follow them at www.facebook.com/inOdiham and help share what's happening and promote our parish. 
 
The Parish Office is normally open to the public between 10am and 2.00pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday but we would rec-
ommend phoning in advance to ensure the office is attended.  

K E E P  I N  T O U C H     

 
 

This April should see the opening of our new Co-operative store - and with it comes the installation of a defibrillator, kindly donat-
ed by Hook and Odiham Lions.  These machines really do save lives, and although you should always call 999 in the case of a 
medical emergency, the telephone operator will now be able to direct members of the public to this device, which can keep a 
heart attack victim alive in the crucial time it takes a ambulance to arrive.  The machine provides fully automated instructions - 
however residents should be aware of its location. 

D E F I B R I L L AT O R      

 

You may be unaware that some residents of North Warnborough suffer periodic sewage flooding of their gardens and risk to 

their houses, as well as flooding of the Whitewater, from blockages at the pumping station. This last happened on December 

27th. None of us would like this to happen to us, and we can all help by following this simple advice from Thames Water: 

"Leftover cooking fat and oil poured down the sink will set hard. This creates stinking, pipe-blocking fatbergs beneath your house 

or in your street.  Wet wipes are another big no-no because they are made of plastic. They don’t break down like toilet tissue, 

clinging to fat and clogging up the system. If drains get blocked, what you flush can come back up through your toilet or even 

your sink. We clear around 55,000 blockages from our sewers each year at a cost of £12m and 7,000 customers suffer from 

sewer flooding in their homes and gardens – a truly miserable experience. Our message is simple, if it's not water, toilet tissue or 

poo, please... bin it - don't block it.”  

H E L P  P R E V E N T  S E W A G E  F L O O D I N G    

mailto:bookings@nwvh.org.uk
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Every year the Council sets aside a sum of money for grants to parish organisations. Since the last newsletter the Parish Council 
has granted £2430 to the RAF to purchase gift vouchers for the family of personnel at RAF Odiham who were deployed overseas 
at Christmas.   
 

Grants are made twice a year in July and December.  If your organisation would like to apply, please see the Council’s website 
for more information or contact the parish office.  
 

 
The design for the allotment site is currently been drawn up by a surveyor.  Once this has been approved and quotes obtained 
from contractors, work will  then commence to create the vehicle access off Hook Road, to create the water supply and the instal-
lation of the storage shed which will then enable the allotments to be created. 
 
It is not possible to give a date for completion at the moment, but the parish office is pushing the project forward as quickly as 
possible. 
 
We will keep everyone updated via our website and contact hopeful allotment holders in due course.  
 

G R A N T S  T O  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S  

A L L O T M E N T S   

 

 

This year the nation will be celebrating the 800th anniversary of the 
sealing of the Magna Carta, the blueprint for democracy and the 
personal liberties that we and many of the world’s countries enjoy 
today.  
  
One of the lasting ways that the parish is marking this occasion is 
through our recently commissioned parish road signs, signifying the 
parish’s key role in this pivotal historical event.  The signs were orig-
inated by local designer Nick Pye, who kindly donated his time and 
skills.  
  
Identifying the parish as ‘The Gateway to the Magna Carta 
Trail’  recognises the significance of King John riding out from 
Odiham Castle to meet the baronial leaders at Runnymede on the 
10th of June 2015.  It also marks Odiham as the beginning of a new 
Magna Carta Cycle Trail map developed by Sustran, that will feature 
the main charter towns, the locations of charter copies, the associat-
ed battlefields and the homes of the original Magna Carta barons, 
with existing National Cycle Network routes linking these historic 
locations.     
  
Odiham is also spearheading Hampshire’s celebrations, embracing surrounding villages, towns and schools as well as visitors 
from across Hampshire and further afield.  This will be a huge festival event of Magna Carta themed activities spanning  23 - 
25th  May.  - including a medieval market, medieval living, medieval archery, a hog roast  at Odiham castle, live archaeology, a 
flower festival, art trail and much more.   
  
Through the efforts of The Odiham Society and a growing army of volunteers, the festival really will be a fabulous, must-attend 
event - and a full schedule is included on the back page - so put the dates in your diary now!  

O D I H A M - G AT E W AY  T O  D E M O C R A C Y   
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