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C O R O N AV I R U S  -  C l l r  M c Fa r l a n e  

 

 

The OPC are following national guidance which is evolving as the situation       

develops.  We are particularly concerned for those who may need help but are 

not on social media or cannot get online.  If you know someone in that situation 

please share as much information with them as you can.  There is also               

information below for those who want to help. 

If you feel unwell or are vulnerable it is important you follow the current advice – 
the 111 telephone help line is there for those who cannot get on line – this is 
likely to include many in the most vulnerable groups. 

One piece of advice is to arrange for family or friends to bring deliveries of      
essentials if you cannot get out because you are self-isolating or unwell.  It’s a 
good idea to set this up before you need help.  Remember DO NOT meet face to 
face – deliveries should be left at the door.  

Many community minded residents are keen to help their neighbours.  Covid-19 
Mutual Aid (a volunteer run organisation) recommends setting up a local group. 
It says ‘the smaller the better – a group that brings together those people who 
live on your street alone could be more effective and manageable than a district-
wide support group.’ The Covid-19 Mutual Aid website provides advice on how 
to set up a local group, including important guidance on safety and security. You 
can also register your group so others can find it. https://covidmutualaid.org  

Some residents, and local groups such as All Saints Church, Love Your Neighbour 

– Odiham on Facebook and local-community groups, are already using the form 

below to contact their neighbours – you may have already had one through your 

door: However if you are on your own, need help and have not received offers 

from neighbours please ring either the Church office or the Parish Council office 

and we will do our best to find someone who is 

able to assist you. 

All Saints Church:  01256 703791 

hello@moretolife.church  

chris@moretolife.church 

Parish Office:  01256 702716 

clerk@odiham.org.uk 

To find the latest information we are all            

encouraged to go online first wherever possible 

and this is the main website:  

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus
-covid-19-information-for-the-public 

 

C o n ta c t s  

https://covidmutualaid.org
mailto:hello@moretolife.church
mailto:chris@moretolife.church
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
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The planning committee meets every three weeks and considers all planning applications submitted to Hart District 
Council.  OPC is a statutory consultee and its comments are considered along with other statutory consultees such 
as Hampshire Highways, water authorities, conservation officers, English Heritage and others. 

Since the beginning of May last year to the end of March 104 applications have been looked at and commented on 
by the committee.  We have been pleased to see that Hart are frequently referencing the Odiham and North   
Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan policies in their decisions, and that where OPC has raised significant concerns 
these have been addressed. 

The planning committee also considers tree applications within the Conservations Area and submits comments to 
Hart concerning tree removal applications which are considered by the Tree Officer. 

Planning Report - Cllr Verdon 

The new monitoring report will be available to read on our website by the 
end of April:  www.odiham.org.uk/planning/neighbourhood-plan. 

 The new Monitoring Group in their first meeting in September 2019 
agreed that the purpose of monitoring the plan is to see how robustly the 
policies are being used by Hart in determining planning applications and 
to see how effective the policies are in achieving the objectives set out in 
the Plan.  The report looks in detail at all planning applications where 
Hart District Council had refused permission and their reasons for doing 
so. 
 

In summary, the Policies most used by Hart for refusal are Policy 5 (General Design Principles), Policies 6 and 7 
(Odiham and North Warnborough Conservation Areas) and Policy 2 for specific sites. 

This year there have been applications submitted for 5 of the allocated development sites in the Plan.  Only one, 
Crumplins Yard, is nearing completion.  This application was submitted and granted before the Plan was made law 
and unfortunately does not completely comply with the conditions for this site. 

The progress of other sites is: 

 Land at Burford, Western Lane, Odiham - application submitted, objections submitted by OPC and others.      
Decision yet to be made.  

 Land at Albion Yard, North Warnborough - several applications submitted and withdrawn, final application was 
refused and the matter has now gone to Appeal. 

 Land at Dunleys Hill - no application submitted yet but developer has presented possible plans to OPC.  It is    
expected an application will be submitted in the near future. 

 Land at Hook Road - several applications submitted, and withdrawn, further application expected. 

 Land at Crownfields - outline planning application submitted, objections submitted by OPC and others.  Decision 
yet to be made. 

Update on the Odiham & North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan 
(2014-2032) - Cllr Verdon 

You may be aware that Hampshire CC ran a consultation on a planned budget cut to library services of 
£1.76m.  One proposal was to close Odiham Library. Over 250 people responded to HCC on the subject of Odiham 
Library.  The local MP also ran a petition which attracted about 80 signatures. OPC has responded to HCC that given 
the choice between closure and reduced hours, we would request HCC consider reducing the opening hours by one 
session a week.  It is highly likely that to keep any library service in Odiham, the OPC will have to contribute to 
costs. Before we agreed to that, we would need to seek a sense of appetite in the Parish for the increase in the   
Precept (council tax you pay which goes to the OPC) to cover this. So look out for further communication from OPC 
if you feel strongly about the library! 

Hampshire Library Consultation - Cllr McFarlane 

http://www.odiham.org.uk/planning/neighbourhood-plan
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Recent flooding, most notably during storm Dennis over the weekend of 15/16 February, is the latest instance of 
an historical issue affecting areas of North Warnborough.  Moreover this is an issue which seems to be happening 
more often and which climate change trends suggest will become more frequent over time as storms and heavy 
rain become the norm.  Storm Dennis resulted in an inundation and subsequent failure of the pumping station   
behind the Jolly Miller site as well as flooding of roads on North Warnborough Greens (NWG) and Mill Corner.        
Following concerns from a number of residents affected by the flooding, not least their frustrations in contacting 
Thames Water (TW), Cllr McFarlane, assisted by Cllr Crookes (Hart), contacted the Hart Flood Infrastructure        
Engineer and attended a meeting with Thames Water, Cllr Glen (Hants) and residents who have been active in      
documenting and   reporting flooding issues.  This was particularly helpful as the matters related to tackling what is 
a complex set of problems involve multi-agencies at District and County level and residents were able to provide all 
present with evidence of problems dating back to 2007, supported by photo and video evidence. 

Several important points emerged and Council has now raised the matter directly with Thames Water and the     
Environment Agency.  It is vital residents report flooding problems to Hart and TW with photos and videos      
wherever possible.  Reports to TW via Twitter also count and for those with Twitter accounts this is very easy to do. 

Please also report to Hart via  https://www.hart.gov.uk/hart-district-council-flooding-survey 

F l o o d i n g  i n  N o r t h  Wa r n b o r o u g h  -  C l l r  M c Fa r l a n e  

A planning application has been submitted by Hastoe Housing Association for the land at Roughs Cottage, North 
Warnborough for 5 x 2 bed houses, 3 x 3 bed houses, 4 x 1 bed flats.  This will be a Rural Exception Site where the  
properties will be available either as affordable rented dwellings or as shared ownership dwellings. 

To qualify for one of the affordable rented properties it is necessary to apply to Hart’s Housing Register as soon as 
possible at www.harthomes.org.uk.  Applicants will need to demonstrate a strong local connection with the parish. 

With shared ownership a householder would purchase a share of the property (ranging from 25% to 75% on initial 
sale) for which they pay a deposit and obtain a mortgage.  The remaining share is held by the housing association 
and rent is paid by the purchasers on this share which they do not own.  The owner is then able to purchase        
additional shares in the property up to an 80% ownership.  Applicants need to register with 
www.helptobuyagent3.org.uk and also will need to demonstrate a strong local  connection with the parish.   

H o u s e s  f o r  L o c a l  P e o p l e  -  C l l r  V e r d o n  

In a recent survey we carried out, residents confirmed that support for the High Street was their highest priority 
for OPC.  We continue to work closely with and give financial support to InOdiham, whose volunteers work so hard 
to run events that entertain our community and bring visitors to the High Street across the year.  But we wanted 
to do more and to find out from those running businesses what their priorities are.  On 28 February we invited all 
the businesses on and around the High St to a meeting with Councillors and two Hart District Council colleagues; 
Head of Place and Economic Development Officer. 

Seventeen businesses sent representatives and we had a 
very productive discussion.  Everyone had a chance to put 
their views across and to ask questions of the Hart      
Officers.  Topics ranged across parking, what makes an 
event successful for local businesses, to how to support 
new businesses to occupy empty shops.  Getting the bal-
ance between conservation and economic development 
right in a place as special as Odiham is clearly key. 

A result of this meeting was that there will now be a    
quarterly Business Partnership meeting - a sister to the 
Traffic Partnership meeting - where local businesses can 
meet and air their concerns with OPC and other         
stakeholders who can help support them.  If you were not at the meeting on the 28 Feb and would like to be part 
of this group, please email the Parish Office.        

O d i h a m  H i g h  S t r e e t  B u s i n e s s e s  -  C l l r  M c Fa r l a n e  

https://www.hart.gov.uk/hart-district-council-flooding-survey
http://www.harthomes.org.uk
http://www.helptobuyagent3.org.uk
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As demand for the outdoor Amenities decreases over the winter months this allows time to see to any          
maintenance issues.  Over the last few months the committee has been busy maintaining and marketing Chapel 
Cottage which is owned by the Parish Council and generates important income which contributes to keeping your 
precept as low as possible.  The property is located within the cemetery site, has some wonderful views over the 
countryside and is next to the cricket club.  We hope there will be new tenants taking up residence shortly. 

Unfortunately the newly refurbished King St toilets adjacent to The Bury are showing signs of rising damp which is     
under investigation and we were disappointed to find they were subjected to vandalism.   The toilets now have 
remote opening device capability for out of hours use of the facilities for events and for emergency access.  We 
will continue to do what we can to ensure these important facilities remain open for you. 

In response to resident’s concerns, we have made some noise-cancelling adjustments to the zip wire in the        
recreation ground and we are pleased to hear from residents who have noticed an improvement.  
We will  continue to maintain the play equipment  across the Parish to a safe and operational standard. 

A m e n i t i e s  -  C l l r  J o h n  R aw  

The Parish office is usually open to the public between 9.30 am and 2 pm on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday.  Times may differ due to the Coronavirus pandemic but we will do our best to continue providing services. 

Please email the clerk@odiham.org.uk as this account will be monitored. 

Please follow the Council’s website www.odiham.org.uk where regular updates will be provided. 

C o n ta c t  U s   

 

OPC welcomes the news that that the Hampshire County Council (HCC) proposal to 
withdraw buses and create the Safe Walking Route for children living in Hook who 
attend Robert May’s School will not go ahead at present.  OPC will now liaise with 
the HCC Footpaths Ranger to investigate the possibility of creating a leisure         
cycleway through Bartley Heath to the Bridleway Bridge that crosses the M3.  This 
project will rely heavily on volunteers to bring it to fruition and if anyone would like 
to help, please contact the Parish Council Office to register your interest. 

The Speed Indicator Device (SID) has recently been in action in The Street in North 
Warnborough and on the Hook Road near the Swan Bridge.  In both locations it has 

shown that a significant number of motorists exceeded the speed limit although the value of the 85th percentile 
(85% of vehicles were travelling below this speed) is not high enough to trigger action by the police or Hampshire 
Highways. 

There has been a number of incidents of very large vehicles driving along King Street.  The Council has asked   
Hampshire Highways whether anything can be done to prevent HGVs from using King Street.  We have been told 
that there are no suitable alternative routes and that weight or length restrictions can therefore not be introduced.  

Please contact the Parish Office if you would like this committee to take up any matter on your behalf. 

Highways issues can be reported directly to Hampshire County Council at: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/roads 

T r a f f i c  a n d  T r a n s p o r t  -  C l l r  D av i d  S t e wa r t  

 

We are extremely disappointed to make the decision to postpone forthcoming community events.  
We have followed national guidance to reduce the risk of Coronavirus    
infection in social gatherings. 
 

We hope to be able to re-schedule the Annual Parish Assembly,  

Great British Spring Clean and VE Day event later in the year. 

Events Postponed 


