
Newsletter Issue 37 Spring 2025

Welcome to the Spring 2025 newsletter from
Odiham Parish Council. This is a very special
year for us all as we join with the RAF to
celebrate 100 years of flight at Odiham. There
will be one civic event, organised by the OPC
and the RAF, on the 27th June in Armed Forces
Week. There will be a major parade in the High
Street in Odiham, featuring the band of the
RAF Regiment. The band gave a marvellous
concert in All Saints’ on 20th February and
those lucky enough to attend will know what a
treat we are in for in June. There are many
other related events throughout the year and
these are listed in this newsletter.
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ODIHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Serving the people of Odiham & North Warnborough 

Chair’s welcome, Cllr Angela McFarlane



Every year the Parish Council is required to set an annual budget which determines the precept
charged to residents.   The precept is calculated using a Band D average which estimates the
number of homes in the Parish and this figure is provided by Hart District Council who act as the
charging authority to collect payments.

Odiham Parish Council’s 2025-26 budget is set at £301,506 which will be funded by a precept of
£243,566, with £57,940 budgeted income from other sources such as burials, The Bridewell
bookings, allotments and bank interest.  This represents an annual precept charge of £101.78 for
Band D properties.

The 8.36% increase includes direct increases in running
costs, for employee national insurance costs, property
insurance and the management of buildings and local
open space facilities.

The Council is pleased to continue supporting the following 
groups and activities next year:

£4,500 grants to InOdiham for Bands in The Bury, Odiham Food Festival and Extravaganza.
£2,000 community grants to support small projects which benefit local people.
Financial support to Citizens Advice.
Projects which support RAF Odiham personnel. 
Financial support for the management of Odiham Common, Broad Oak Common and The
Basingstoke Canal.
Street lighting. 

The 2025-2026 Parish Precept

In other news, there have been changes to the way the Basingstoke Canal is managed and funded.

Councils that have the canal flowing through their patch are asked to make a contribution to
maintenance, but not all do. Odiham has decided to continue to make an annual payment at the
level originally estimated by the Canal Authority according to the length of the canal in the Parish.
This decision, in a difficult funding climate, was based on the importance of the canal to the local
community as a leisure amenity. It is rated as one of the most picturesque canals in the country.
The towpath is well used by walkers and cyclists as well as those who take to the water in a variety
of craft. We are grateful to the Basingstoke Canal Society, a charity run entirely by volunteers,
for the amazing job they do to maintain the canal as a navigable water way
such as clearing vegetation.

Chair’s welcome, Cllr Angela McFarlane cont...

However, I have a personal request. Please can dog walkers keep their
dogs from swimming in the canal? The frequent in and out of dogs is a
major cause of erosion of the banks which require expensive repairs. I
recently counted 23 such areas of damage between Swan Bridge and
the Castle. This is not the only problem I know but it is one that we
dog owners can help with. Thank you.
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Neighbourhood Plan review

The referendum for the Odiham & North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan Review is taking place
on Tuesday, 25th March. Residents should have already received their polling cards for this vote.
As has been reported over the last year, a review of the Plan has taken place to ensure that it is
up-to-date and in line with Hart's Local Plan and national planning policies. Two public
consultations have taken place. The Plan can be viewed here:
https://odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/planning-matters/neighbourhood-plan-review-2024

Topic 1

Page 3

https://odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/planning-matters/neighbourhood-plan-review-2024


Hampshire and the Solent devolution consultation
You may have seen reports of Devolution in Hampshire in
other news channels and asked what this really means?

Hampshire County Council Leader says “Devolution
promises to bring huge opportunities, money and growth
to our region – boosting people’s quality of life for
generations to come, and Hampshire is on the fast-track
to benefit.”

Residents can now have their say in the Government’s
devolution consultation on proposals to create a new
Strategic Authority for the wider region of Hampshire,
Portsmouth, Southampton and Isle of Wight.

The consultation runs for eight weeks from  17 February 2025 to 11:59pm on 13 April 2025.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hampshire-and-the-solent-devolution/hampshire-and-the-solent-
devolution-consultation#proposed-institution-governance-and-decision-making-arrangements

OPC discussed the consultation on 26th February and concluded that they should seek more
information on the implications of the proposed changes.  We plan to revisit this on 18th March. 
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Work experience in the Parish Office
I am a year 12 / first year student at Farnborough College of
Technology, and I am enrolled in a Level 3 Business BTEC
extended diploma. As part of my course, we must complete 2
weeks of unpaid work experience with a local company /
business to gain knowledge in their field.

Working at Odiham Parish Council for 2 weeks has helped me
with certain admin skills, data entry, site management and
more. The work environment is relaxed however the work ethic
still runs high. My peers have been very helpful and have been
there to assist me with uncertainty on tasks.

Community grants

 

Community grants are offered twice a year. The next closing date is 30th June 2025.

The application form can be found here:

https://odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/council-business/council/council-services/cg

Working with the community

I rather enjoyed the design aspect of my work placement, for example when I was tasked with
making ads for the Hot-desk service, and this task helped me learn more about commercial
advertising and graphic design / formatting.

I also enjoyed the data entry aspect of the work as I got to use problem solving to reach better
conclusions, and I improved my knowledge on invoices and spreadsheets.

I had the opportunity to go out on Odiham Parish Council sites to do Health and Safety checks,
damage, cleanliness etc. This is an important part of the role as ensuring the amenities are in order
means the public wont have to worry as much about living in a dirty, unsafe and damaged area.
I am fortunate that I was given the opportunity to work here temporarily, but also fortunate as I met
new people, for example the people of Odiham & North Warnborough, or the Councillors which I
met at the full council meeting. Getting to hear citizens, councillors, and people from different
political positions across the county speak on their ideas and queries, gave me some good insight
on what can come up in council and learnt about some of the more important things for local
governments.

Overall, I enjoyed my time at Odiham Parish Council, and I am very grateful for the skills and the
time I have had here. I strongly believe this experience will help me in my studies for college, and
will help for any future employment with the right skills. I would like to give my special thanks to
Andrea, Clerk and Bridie, Deputy Clerk for leading the way these 2 weeks.

Councillors awarded £830 of community grants at the Council meeting
in January.

£580 was awarded to The Baker Hall for a solar project to reduce costs
and to become more environmentally friendly. 

£250 was awarded to The Mustard Seed Autism Trust, to replace a laptop
to create resources and information for the website for autistic children
and their families. 
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March
             Council meeting - Tuesday 18th March - The Bridewell, 7.30pm
             All residents are welcome to attend in person or online.  Public participation permitted.  
             Odiham & North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan referendum - Tuesday 25th March
             The chance for all registered electors in the Parish to have their say.
             Countryside conservation volunteers work day - Saturday 22nd March, 10am-noon.
             Meet at The Bridewell at 10am.  Tools and refreshments provided.  Everyone welcome!
             Odiham in Bloom- entries for the best garden in Odiham now open. Judging will take place in June

  April
               Annual Parish Assembly— Tuesday 8th - North Warnborough Village Hall, 6pm
               All residents of Odiham, North Warnborough and RAF Odiham and invited to this open
               meeting to hear about local matters of interest. The meeting will be chaired by the Parish 
               Council and include a presentation from RAF Odiham and a history on the Magna Carta.
               100 days of flags - From Monday 14th April - Odiham High Street
               See the winning design in full display on Odiham High Street as part of RAF Odiham’s
               celebrations to commemorate 100 years of flight at RAF Odiham.
               Council meeting - Tuesday 15th April - The Bridewell, 7.30pm
               All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 
               Countryside conservation volunteers work day - Saturday 26th April, 10am-noon.
               Meet at The Bridewell at 10am. Tools and refreshments provided. Everyone welcome!

May
               80th anniversary of VE Day - Thursday 8th May
               Annual Council meeting — Tuesday 20th —The Bridewell, 7.30pm
               This is the annual meeting of the Council which appoints councillor positions for
               the ensuing year. Residents are welcome to join in person or online.
               Countryside conservation volunteers work day - Saturday 31st May, 10am-noon.
               Meet at The Bridewell at 10am. Tools and refreshments provided. Everyone welcome!
               100 Years of flying from Odiham exhibition- 3rd May-1st September

June
               Odiham Open Gardens- Saturday 14th June 2-5pm 
               Village gardeners will open their gardens to visitors. Odiham Open Gardens was last held in 2023 
               and hundreds of people gathered for a wonderful afternoon exploring local gardens.  
               Suggested donation £7 under 16’s free.
               Council meeting - Tuesday 17th June - The Bridewell, 7.30pm
               All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 
               Freedom Parade - Friday 27th June— Odiham High Street, 2.30pm (road closures 2-3.30pm)
               An opportunity for everyone to be part of a civic celebration to honour RAF Odiham as a
               much valued part of our community and 100 years of flight at RAF Odiham.
               Bands in the Bury – Saturday June 28 -  A family friendly day with food, drink, live music   
               and dancing.              
               email info@inodiham.co.uk or visit www.inodiham.co.uk
               Countryside conservation volunteers work day - Saturday 28th June, 10am-noon.
               Meet at The Bridewell at 10am. Tools and refreshments provided. Everyone welcome!

What’s on - save the date!
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July
              All Saints Odiham Church Fete - 12th July 1.30 to 5pm - Hatchwood House, Odiham RG29 1AB
              A hugely popular church fete with visiting Chinnock helicopter, Dog Show, New and Old
              Tractor/Car show, Giant Raffle, Pimms Tent and BBQ, Coconut Shy, Toy Stall, Bottle Tombola,
              Teas and cakes and much much more.
               Odiham RAF 100 Box Cart Race – Sunday 13th July - Odiham High Street
               It’s back! This amazing event will feature a variety of box carts racing down the High Street.
               It will not disappoint!
               https://www.facebook.com/inOdiham, email info@inodiham.co.uk or visit: www.inodiham.co.uk
               Council meeting - Tuesday 15th July - The Bridewell, 7.30pm
               All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 

What’s on - save the date!

August
                 Council meeting - Tuesday 19th August - The Bridewell, 7.30pm
                 All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 
                 Odiham Food Fayre – Bank Holiday Monday 25th August - Odiham High Street 
                 Enjoy a lively food and drink market right in the middle of Odiham High Street highlighting
                 local Hampshire Fayre. There will be live music and entertainment.
                 https://www.facebook.com/inOdiham, email info@inodiham.co.uk, or visit www.inodiham.co.uk

September
                  Council meeting - Tuesday 23rd September — The Bridewell, 7.30pm
                  All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 

October
                Council meeting - Tuesday 21st October — The Bridewell, 7.30pm
                All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 
                Book Festival - Saturday 18th October- Run by Odiham Book Exchange. 

November
                  Remembrance - Sunday 9th November — Odiham War Memorial, 10am
                  Council meeting - Tuesday 18th November — The Bridewell, 7.30pm
                  All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 
                  Christmas tree lights switch on - Thursday 27th November — Odiham High Street, 5-6pm
                  Help to kick off the Christmas celebrations!
                  Odiham Extravaganza – Sunday 30th November - Odiham High Street
                  A festive fun filled afternoon and evening with a variety of gift stalls. There will be food, drink
                  and live music. Odiham High Street shops and restaurants will be open too.
                  https://www.facebook.com/inOdiham, email info@inodiham.co.uk  or visit www.inodiham.co.uk 

December
                  Council meeting - Tuesday 16th December — The Bridewell, 7.30pm
                  All residents are welcome to attend in person or online. Public participation permitted. 
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Celebrating 100 years of flight at RAF Odiham
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Works at the Chamberlain Gardens play area included shrub maintenance to
improve access, new site signage, repainting the bench and re-fixing safety
surfacing.  Tree works are also planned.  We are aware that this is a very
popular play area close to schools and the equipment would benefit from an
upgrade and we keep a look out for funding opportunities.

Amenity Areas

Play Areas
As part of our ongoing commitment to maintaining community assets, we have recently had works
carried out in some of the play parks.

At the Bufton Field play area, the safety surfaces were
professionally cleaned, with sections repaired, the hopscotch
was repainted and a new swing seat installed.

The Recreation Ground play area required sections of the
timber play equipment to be replaced and orders have  been
placed to repaint the multi-tower unit and remove the zip
wire - we expect works to be completed early Spring.

I am delighted to have joined the team at Parish
Council and look forward to making sure all of
Odiham’s amenity areas are fit for purpose for the
enjoyment of Odiham residents. 

Hopefully I will get the opportunity to meet many of
you on my various site visits, it would be good to get
feedback from those I meet in person or I can be
contacted by e-mail on the following address;
amenityofficer@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Having liability for such a wide range of outdoor facilities is a resource intense responsibility for the
Council - for Council staff and budgets. The 2025-26 grounds maintenance budget is almost
£30,000 just for the open spaces and play areas alone.  Typical costs include grounds maintenance
and inspections to check for issues.  

We welcome Shaun Hobbs to the Council who joined the small Parish Office team in February as
Amenity Officer.  Shaun will be working 2 days a week and will be responsible for overseeing the
management of the Council’s amenity areas. 

We have some great news to report about the Chapel Pond play area!  Through discussions with a
developer of two development sites on Hook Road, and with the support from Hart District Council,
we hope to secure £88,000 in developers’ contributions for parish leisure which will fund the cost
of upgrading this site.  The decision was confirmed as part of a planning decision and confirmed
through the section 106 agreement, expected soon.  The project will be progressed as soon as the
Council has received funds and this could be later this year. Follow our news pages for updates.
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Amenity Areas

New contract awards
During the Winter months a full, open tender process was carried out for the two grounds
maintenance contracts; one for Odiham Cemetery and one for all other Council owned sites.  
Following assessment and interviews with the shortlisted contractors, we are pleased to report
that Scandor Landscapes has been appointed for Odiham Cemetery and Larkstel Ltd will continue
providing services for all other Council owned sites.

Odiham Cemetery

Odiham War Memorial
As reported in our previous newsletter, the War Memorial Working Group was formed in 2024 to
draw up an action plan for improving the condition and general state of the war memorial with the
aim of preserving this important piece of local history. Thanks to the wonderful volunteers there is
now a team of volunteers in place to provide the much needed TLC.

However, the second part of the project (to develop a longer-term strategy to repair and restore
the fabric of the memorial) has not been so straightforward.  A condition survey carried out by
local volunteer Derek Begent identified works far in excess of the Council’s budgets. An expression
of interest has recently been sent to the War Memorials Trust to see if its possible to secure
external funding which will enable the memorial to remain a fitting place for reflection and tribute
for future generations.

Other recent works includes repairs to fencing at the
Hook Road allotment site and general maintenance and
repairs at the Peace Garden in time for Remembrance.

Our focus on improving Odiham Cemetery has also continued.  Aimed at improving access to the
cemetery for maintenance, a number of plots within the western area of the cemetery were
topped up with topsoil, compacted, levelled and then finished with grass seed.
 
This process was carried out by our grounds contractor Larkstel who completed the work by hand
to minimise the risk of any damage to plots.   The sinking of plots is a normal part of the settling of
the graves over time and usually happens within the first 12 months of a burial.
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What is a Parish Lengthsman?

Previously, we have described what our parish Conservation Volunteer Group has been up – and yes, it is re-
starting soon, so do register your interest! Connected, but separate, some of you may have heard, seen or
read about how OPC employ ‘Parish Lengthsmen’ or are part of the ‘Parish Lengthsman Scheme’, and
perhaps you wonder what on earth is a Parish Lengthsman? And then, if you’re like me, you’ll forget all about
it until you hear the words again…… So, a very quick ditty, with a bit of help from Wikipedia (other reference
sources are available) for those of you with interest in what is actually a long-standing piece of English
history.

The history of parish Lengthsmen was reinvigorated back to the early 1900s, when Lengthsmen, who lived in
their parishes, were again given lengths of local highway and tasked to keep their sections of road in good
condition. Over time, with greater mechanisation and declining budgets – sound familiar? – the service
began to fall into decline, and by the late 1960s had ceased to operate in Hampshire…..

The decision to introduce a modern version of that service, initially as two pilot schemes in the Meon and
Test Valley areas, was taken in April 2009. The aim of the scheme was to improve local responsiveness;
reduce pressure on core highway services; and to enhance the local environment by putting finance, labour
and decisions about prioritising low-level highway maintenance under direct control of parishes.

A list of duties which a parish Lengthsman undertakes
include sign cleaning, drainage and minor highway works,
for example cutting back vegetation and grass strimming,
all of which fall under the responsibility of the County
Council. They also undertake other environmental work,
such as litter picking, graffiti removal, maintaining play
areas, benches, bus shelters - all of which fall under the
responsibility of district or and parish councils. Health and
safety is paramount and therefore the scheme prohibits
Lengthsmen from undertaking any structural repairs or any
work on the ‘live’ carriageway, and from undertaking any
work to street lighting or illuminated signs. 

Our Parish Lengthsman is Jason Ebury of Premier Grounds Maintenance: Jason is a very experienced
Lengthsman and covers a number of parishes, OPC included. So now, when you hear about what our
Lengthsman is up to in the Parish, doing great work for the benefit of the community, you know a bit more
about them. As we say where I work, “Every day is a school day”….

 The initial pilots were reviewed in 2011 and identified that the success of the scheme not only depends on
having a reliable, well briefed and capable Lengthsman, but also on timely communications between all
parties involved. It also recognised the important role the lead parish plays in appointing the Lengthsman,
liaising with the participating parishes, and co-ordinating work schedules and providing feedback to the
County Council.

The term Lengthsman was coined in the 1700s from a concept
rooted in the Tudor Era as far back as War of the Roses. Originally,
it referred to someone who kept a "length" of road, track or canal
neat, tidy and passable in the Middle Ages, with particular
emphasis on boundary marking. On land, a Lengthsman might be
responsible for a few miles between adjacent villages and
especially on commonage. Employed originally by the Lords of
the Manor, and latterly in these more enlightened, and
democratic times, by parish councils, they would keep grass and
weeds down in verges, keep drainage ditches clear and repair
fences. Litter, such as it was in those times, was cleared and
instances are recorded of wild flowers being planted and tended
to make the area look well-tended.
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Odiham Parish Council
The Bridewell
The Bury
Odiham
RG29 1NB

        01256 702716
        

        clerk@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

        https://www.odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/

        https://www.facebook.com/odihamparishcouncil

        instagram.com/odihamparishcouncil

RAF Station ward

North Warnborough Ward

Invictus Games 2025
We were all behind Team UK when they took part in the
recent Invictus Games in Vancouver, Canada in
February - the first ever Winter games.

We were especially proud to support participant and
Odiham Parish Council Cllr Mike Tate who competed in
the wheelchair rugby and indoor rowing.

We welcomed Cllr Tate back to the February Council
meeting when Cllr McFarlane formally congratulated
Cllr Tate on behalf of the Council for his silver medal in
the wheelchair rugby event.

Cllr Leo Cornall          cllrcornall@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Caro Seabrook   cllrseabrook@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Mike Tate    cllrtate@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Helen Tyler    cllrtyler@odihmparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Pam Verdon (vice chair)    cllrverdon@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Henry Woods    cllrwoods@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Steve Bell    cllrbell@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Angela McFarlane (chair)    cllrmcfarlane@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr David Sanger    cllrsanger@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Odiham Ward

Your Council

Cllr Chris Greensides    cllrgreensides@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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