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   Odiham Cemetery

Chapel Cottage
As reported in the previous edition, OPC has opted to sell a Council
owned property as part of a broader effort to manage resources
more efficiently.

Chapel Cottage, located in Odiham Cemetery, is a Grade II listed
building which means it carries specific preservation duties and
ongoing maintenance costs.  Over time, OPC found that the
liabilities of regular upkeep and staff time required for managing the
property placed a steady financial burden on budgets.

An offer has now been accepted.  By selling the property, the Council aims to remove long term
obligations, ensuring that funds are not tied up in a single asset with uncertain future costs.  We believe
the sale will also give a new lease of life to this beautiful property through transferring it to owners who
value its heritage and character and have the time to lovingly maintain it.

The sale income will be redirected to projects that ensure a wider return for residents, such as investing
in local road safety schemes, outdoor spaces and other capital expenditure projects which aim to benefit
the entire community rather than maintaining a single property with minimal use.  Follow OPC’s news
channels for further details.
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As part of Odiham Parish Council’s memorial safety programme, testing of memorials
will begin in Odiham Cemetery from 1  SEPTEMBER 2026.st

As the land owner, Odiham Parish Council is obliged to undertake this work to ensure
that the cemetery is a safe place for the public to visit. Testing will be carried out on all

memorials over 18 inches/ 457mm in height, in line with the
Council’s Memorial Testing Policy 

https://odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/council-business/council/council-
services/cemetery-bookings



   Parish wide review of road safety
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Odiham
North Warnborough

RAF Odiham

Parish led road safety initiatives matter because they bring the people who live and work on the roads into
the design process. They know where the hazards are, who is most at risk and when the problems are most
likely to occur.  This results in measures tailored to meet actual need, rather than generic ideas, and avoids
changes which might benefit one resident but impact negatively on the majority of others.

Proposed measures are a result of our partnerships with HCC highways, local schools, Hampshire Police
and councillors and residents living across the Parish, all evidenced by feedback through the community
survey which generated 400 responses.
 

As previously reported,  there’s a balance to be struck between what is desirable and what is possible with
the Parish Council’s limited resources but we believe the following improvements are feasible and we are
currently progressing feasibility assessments with the help and technical support from HCC.

Short term 
Those which are being addressed now with HCC and could be quick wins

HCC
Re-lining of road markings and traffic speeds on
Dunley’s Hill and The Street

Improved signage:
Cemetery Hill to King Street - review signage to
deter HGVs from Long Sutton
West Street - reflective bollards to enhance the
school crossing point
Hook Road - review signage to direct Odiham
traffic via bypass
The Street - review signage to deter HGVs from
Upton Grey and The Firs

The Parish-wide review of road safety has now concluded and
OPC has adopted a list of proposed measures aimed at reducing
speeds and improving pedestrian safety in some parts of the
Parish.  These include a mix of schemes which Hampshire County
Council (HCC) has agreed to progress and Community Funded
Initiatives (CFI), which OPC will lead and fund.

The Parish-wide review of road safety has now concluded and OPC has
adopted a list of proposed measures aimed at reducing speeds and
improving pedestrian safety in some parts of the Parish.  These include a mix of schemes which Hampshire
County Council (HCC) has agreed to progress and Community Funded Initiatives (CFI), which OPC will lead
and fund.

CFI
Increased speed indicator devices (SIDs):

Cemetery Hill
War Memorial to Farnham Rd
roundabout
Dunley’s Hill
Hook Road leading to the Newlyns
roundabout
Alton Road
The Street

Medium term
Schemes which will require a longer process (eg legal work and/or consultation) and funding.
CFI

A 20mph zone on the High Street and
King Street - the full extent of the zone
has yet to be determined and will be
confirmed following feasibility
assessment
A courtesy crossing point on Churchill
Avenue to provide a pedestrian crossing
point for families living in military housing
south of Churchill Avenue

HCC
Parking review of West Street, opposite Robert Mays
School - possible yellow lines
Parking review of the Alton Rd end of the High Street
- feasibility assessment of moving parked cars onto
the wider section of pavement
Parking review of the parallel parking in central
section of High Street - to assess suitability for
changing to a herringbone layout

Longer term
There are also a number of longer term schemes - those which will require significant additional funds eg
from a developer contribution - which are under review and will be reported separately.

See following page for map showing the proposals.
Please contact the Parish if you would like a higher resolution file emailed to you.
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Election Outcomes May 2026
Following the election in May 2026, I was elected as your new Hampshire County
Cllr for the Odiham and Hook Division (replacing Jonathan Glen after his 30 years
of service). I remain a Hart District Cllr (for the Odiham Ward). Thank you to the
other candidates for a good -humoured and mature campaign. I will, of course,
serve all or you however you voted!

Hampshire and Solent Combined County Authority
The Hampshire and Solent Combined County Authority (CCA) has now been
formally created, marking a significant step in devolving power to the region. This
was billed as “Devolution” with an accompanying Mayor and money, but with the
Mayoral Elections deferred to 2028, it appears Whitehall is creating much of the structure now to add a
Mayor later.  Readers may have noticed “significant dynamic flexibility” in these plans, cynics might identify
a lack of planning and foresight from central government!

Done well, Devolution can bring us real local benefits by shifting decisions on transport, skills, housing,
investment, public safety, health and economic growth closer to the communities they affect. The new
Authority creates a platform for councils to work together, attract investment, improve infrastructure and
support long‑term economic growth. 

But fairness must be central: the advantages of devolution cannot be limited to already successful areas.
The focus must include our most deprived communities, where residents face poorer health, lower skills,
weaker transport and fewer opportunities. Growth must reach people who have been left behind, using new
powers to support regeneration, tackle inequality and improve access to skills and jobs. Hampshire’s
strengths including: major ports, rural towns and world‑class universities give the region a strong
foundation. With the CCA structure now in place, the priority is ensuring the new Authority delivers visible,
practical benefits for all.

Local Government Reorganisation
The merging of: Basingstoke, Hart and Rushmoor, with those Hampshire functions that cover that area has
been confirmed by government as the “North Hampshire Unitary”. It will formally start on 1  April 2028. A
transitional “Joint Committee” is being set-up to determine the details.

st

It’s fair to say that across the political parties in Hart there was a unanimous view that: we didn’t ask for it,
didn’t need it and didn’t like the options! But since it is being done to us, we need to get the best outcome
for all of our residents. We need to stay extremely vigilant about the details. But don’t worry too much:
fellow Cllrs and I are very much on the case!
 
Roadworks
The better weather and longer days allow the highways teams to make good progress on the multitude of
repairs across the area. Roadworks are a mixture of Hampshire Highways works and a range of utility
providers (water, gas, telecoms, electricity). They are coordinated, as far as is possible, but some disruption
is inevitable. Local access should be maintained “where possible”, but please do speak to the work crews if
you have a specific access need.

Hart Local Plan
Hart needs to update its Local Plan, after the government doubled our housing targets. Work is under way
to identify sites, but the schedule is already starting to fall behind. I’m very concerned about this, as the
process needs to dove-tail with LGR and while we’re without a strong Local Plan, we risk “planning by
Appeal”.

Planning Process
Recent national changes in planning law, mean that the options for local councillors to bring decisions to
Development Management Committee are now severely limited.These changes reduce local democratic
accountability for Cllrs and removing us from many of the local planning decisions. Planning Authorities
will also have to offer refusals for >150homes or >15,000m  industrialised developments back to the
Secretary of State for potential call-in.

2

Contact
I’m always happy to talk to people, but the best way to contact me is to email:
chris.dorn@hants.gov.uk for HCC matters and chris.dorn@hart.gov.uk for Hart matters
Or follow my Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/Cllr.Dorn

Cllr Chris Dorn
Hampshire County Council for Odiham & Hook Division and District Cllr for Odiham Ward and Western
Parishes on behalf of the Conservative Party

Just to caveat: Cllrs can't provide definitive planning or legal advice, but I’m happy to share my personal
thoughts on matters while asserting my open mindedness to any related future planning applications or
formal council decisions.

  Report from Hampshire Council Cllr Chris Dorn
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Your Council

Welcome to new councillor Cllr Liz Wilmot-Sitwell who was co-opted to the
Council at the full Council meeting on 21  July.st

Odiham Ward

Cllr Leo Cornall
cllrcornall@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Mike Tate
cllrtate@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Helen Tyler
cllrtyler@odihmparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Pam Verdon (vice chair)
cllrverdon@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Henry Woods
cllrwoods@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

North Warnborough Ward

Cllr Steve Bell
cllrbell@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Chris Greensides
cllrgreensides@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Angela McFarlane (chair)
cllrmcfarlane@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

RAF Station Ward

Cllr Alex Cooper

cllrcooper@odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Please note that the
Parish Office will be closed

from Monday 27  July toth

Friday 7  August for a long
overdue redecoration.

th

Staff will be working so
please email or phone and

leave a message.  
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	Showing our support for all Armed Forces To mark the start of Armed Forces Week, OPC hosted a Flag Raising Ceremony in partnership with RAF Odiham as a fitting tribute to all the men and women who make up the Armed Forces community: from currently serving personnel to Service families, veterans and cadets.
	Our special thanks to RAF Odiham for their presence and parade. We were honoured to be joined by Force Commander, Gp Capt Hannah Bishop, and all three local schools.  We were grateful to the Odiham & North Warnborough Bowling Club for the use of their facilities and for serving refreshments.  OPC chair Cllr Angela McFarlane, Alex Brewer MP and Hampshire County Council Cllr Chris Dorn all gave thanks, emphasising RAF Odiham’s valued part of the local community.
	William Walker’s poem “Our Wall”, read by Robert May’s School pupil Orlando, beautifully reflected the thoughts of everyone present.  William Walker was a Battle of Britain RAF pilot. His poem reflects the legacy of protection and the bond between the armed forces and civilians.
	“We value peace, we value life.  We value freedom from all our strife. We value all the things you did, to keep us safe, our futures hid. You flew into the summer’s sky, you didn’t ask the reasons why. You fought the foe, you held the line, to give us hope and give us time. And now your names are on this wall, a testament to one and all. That we will never quite forget, the standard that you proudly set.”
	Armed Forces Week culminates with Armed Forces Day on the Saturday and, following local tradition, the day is left free for local service personnel and their families to enjoy the Bands in The Bury festival.  Organisers InOdiham have reported another fantastic event for 2026 and we are fortunate for their commitment to volunteering which makes events like this possible.  OPC proudly sponsors the event through a grant of £2,500 from the local precept income.
	Page 2
	Odiham Cemetery
	As part of Odiham Parish Council’s memorial safety programme, testing of memorials will begin in Odiham Cemetery from 1st SEPTEMBER 2026. As the land owner, Odiham Parish Council is obliged to undertake this work to ensure that the cemetery is a safe place for the public to visit. Testing will be carried out on all memorials over 18 inches/ 457mm in height, in line with the Council’s Memorial Testing Policy  https://odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/council-business/council/council-services/cemetery-bookings

	Parish wide review of road safety
	The Parish-wide review of road safety has now concluded and OPC has adopted a list of proposed measures aimed at reducing speeds and improving pedestrian safety in some parts of the Parish.  These include a mix of schemes which Hampshire County Council (HCC) has agreed to progress and Community Funded Initiatives (CFI), which OPC will lead and fund.
	The Parish-wide review of road safety has now concluded and OPC has adopted a list of proposed measures aimed at reducing speeds and improving pedestrian safety in some parts of the Parish.  These include a mix of schemes which Hampshire County Council (HCC) has agreed to progress and Community Funded Initiatives (CFI), which OPC will lead and fund.
	Parish led road safety initiatives matter because they bring the people who live and work on the roads into the design process. They know where the hazards are, who is most at risk and when the problems are most likely to occur.  This results in measures tailored to meet actual need, rather than generic ideas, and avoids changes which might benefit one resident but impact negatively on the majority of others.
	Proposed measures are a result of our partnerships with HCC highways, local schools, Hampshire Police and councillors and residents living across the Parish, all evidenced by feedback through the community survey which generated 400 responses.
	As previously reported,  there’s a balance to be struck between what is desirable and what is possible with the Parish Council’s limited resources but we believe the following improvements are feasible and we are currently progressing feasibility assessments with the help and technical support from HCC.
	Short term  Those which are being addressed now with HCC and could be quick wins
	CFI
	Increased speed indicator devices (SIDs):
	Cemetery Hill
	War Memorial to Farnham Rd roundabout
	Dunley’s Hill
	Hook Road leading to the Newlyns roundabout
	Alton Road
	The Street

	HCC
	Re-lining of road markings and traffic speeds on Dunley’s Hill and The Street
	Improved signage:
	Cemetery Hill to King Street - review signage to deter HGVs from Long Sutton
	West Street - reflective bollards to enhance the school crossing point
	Hook Road - review signage to direct Odiham traffic via bypass
	The Street - review signage to deter HGVs from Upton Grey and The Firs
	Medium term Schemes which will require a longer process (eg legal work and/or consultation) and funding.

	CFI
	A 20mph zone on the High Street and King Street - the full extent of the zone has yet to be determined and will be confirmed following feasibility assessment
	A courtesy crossing point on Churchill Avenue to provide a pedestrian crossing point for families living in military housing south of Churchill Avenue

	HCC
	Parking review of West Street, opposite Robert Mays School - possible yellow lines
	Parking review of the Alton Rd end of the High Street - feasibility assessment of moving parked cars onto the wider section of pavement
	Parking review of the parallel parking in central section of High Street - to assess suitability for changing to a herringbone layout
	Longer term There are also a number of longer term schemes - those which will require significant additional funds eg from a developer contribution - which are under review and will be reported separately.

	See following page for map showing the proposals. Please contact the Parish if you would like a higher resolution file emailed to you.
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	Reporting highways related matters
	The best and quickest way of reporting a road related matter is directly to HCC via their online reporting system
	https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem
	The easiest way of checking forthcoming roadworks in your area is by  visiting website https://one.network/


	Hampshire and the Solent Combined Authority
	North Hampshire Council
	Odiham Parish Council
	Enjoy a staycation in Odiham this Summer - there’s lots on offer!
	Our commitment to providing outdoor seating
	New picnic benches at Beacon Field, Chamberlain Gardens and Recreation Ground
	We manage requests for memorial benches, trees, memorial plaques and more
	https://odihamparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Memorial-bench-policy-April-2025.pdf
	Refurbished bench at Priors Corner
	Local Parks

	Recreation Ground, Recreation Road
	Two playgrounds - suitable for all ages.
	Multi-use-games-area.
	Informal football pitch and goals.
	Trim trail.
	Large kick-about area.
	Picnic benches.
	Small car park.

	Small play area at Chapel Pond - RG29 1EF
	Minimal play equipment primarily for toddlers.
	Quiet, peaceful, fenced greenspace.
	Please note that the play equipment offer is limited at this site due to the Council  waiting for developers contributions to provide new equipment.  However, it would still provide a quiet, peaceful and safe fenced area for young children to play.

	Chamberlain Gardens
	Junior playground - suitable for under 10's
	Large kick-about area.
	Picnic benches.
	Peaceful setting, away from roads.

	Beacon Field
	Large kick-about area.
	Picnic benches.
	Peaceful setting, away from roads.

	Playground at Bufton Field - RG29 1EF
	Play equipment suitable for under 12'2.
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	Enjoy a staycation in Odiham this Summer - there’s lots on offer!
	What’s on
	What’s on
	What’s on
	Page 14
	Volunteers’ Corner
	National Volunteer Week
	Volunteers’ Corner
	Next Conservation Volunteers work day Wednesday 5th August Meet at The Bridewell 10am Tools and refreshments provided

	Report from Hampshire Council Cllr Chris Dorn
	Your Council
	Welcome to new councillor Cllr Liz Wilmot-Sitwell who was co-opted to the Council at the full Council meeting on 21st July.

	Don’t do social media and would like to be kept informed? Subscribe to our e-newsletter by scanning the QR code below
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